
I Want to See 
A Study of Mark 10:46–52 

Examination 

The setting and the man (10:46) 
Jesus and his disciples have reached Jericho, the final stop before Jerusalem. Galilean 
pilgrims traveling to the holy city typically detoured around Samaria by crossing the Jordan 
and traveling south through Perea. At Jericho they would cross back and begin the steep 
ascent to Jerusalem—a climb of nearly 3,500 feet over twenty torturous miles. This is one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities on earth, and Herod the Great had built an 
elaborate palace complex there. But Mark’s interest is not in the city’s grandeur. His 
attention falls on a blind beggar sitting by the roadside. 

Mark tells us the man’s name: Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus. This is remarkable. Of all the 
people Jesus heals in the Synoptic Gospels, Bartimaeus is the only one whose name is 
recorded. The detail suggests that he became known in the early Christian community—a 
man whose story was still being told because he was still following Jesus. His name 
ironically means “son of honor,” yet he sits in the dust, reduced to begging because his 
blindness has left him with no other means of survival. In the ancient world, the blind were 
completely dependent on others for charity, guidance, and protection. Bartimaeus 
represents society’s expendables. 

Mark notes that he is sitting “by the roadside”—the same Greek phrase used in the parable 
of the sower for seed that falls “along the path” and is snatched away by birds before it can 
take root. The detail is significant. Bartimaeus is beside the way, not on it. He is 
marginalized, an outsider, positioned where the word cannot bear fruit. By the end of the 
story, everything will change. 

The cry for mercy (10:47–48) 
When Bartimaeus hears that Jesus of Nazareth is passing by, he begins to shout. What he 
lacks in eyesight he makes up for in insight. He does not simply call out to a famous 
teacher or miracle worker. He cries: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” This is the 
only time in Mark’s Gospel that anyone addresses Jesus as the Son of David—a title loaded 
with messianic expectation. 



Since God’s promise to David in 2 Samuel 7 that he would establish an eternal throne 
through David’s oWspring, pious Israelites had awaited a Davidic king who would restore 
Israel’s glory. By the first century, the title “Son of David” carried strong nationalistic and 
militaristic overtones. The expected Messiah would defeat Israel’s enemies and establish a 
political kingdom. But Bartimaeus connects the title not with conquest but with 
compassion. He cries out for mercy, not military deliverance. Somehow this blind beggar 
perceives what the sighted crowds cannot: the Son of David has come not to crush 
enemies but to heal the broken. 

The crowd’s response is telling. They rebuke Bartimaeus and tell him to be quiet. 
Throughout Mark’s Gospel the crowds often get things wrong. Here they try to silence the 
very cry that Jesus will honor. Perhaps they think Jesus is too important to bother with a 
helpless beggar. Perhaps they are embarrassed by the messianic title shouted in public. 
Perhaps they simply want to hear Jesus teach without interruption. Whatever their motive, 
they function as an obstacle between Bartimaeus and Jesus. 

But the man will not be silenced. Opposition only intensifies his desperation. He shouts all 
the more: “Son of David, have mercy on me!” The kingdom of heaven, it has been said, is 
not for the well-meaning but for the desperate. Bartimaeus is desperate, and his 
desperation becomes a doorway to faith. 

Jesus stops (10:49–50) 
Then something remarkable happens: Jesus stops. The Son of Man who is resolutely 
marching toward Jerusalem and the cross allows the cries of a poor and powerless beggar 
to halt him in his tracks. The crowd has tried to silence Bartimaeus; Jesus calls for him. The 
verb “call” appears three times in a single verse—Jesus tells the crowd to call him, they call 
to the blind man, and they announce that Jesus is calling him. The repetition emphasizes 
that this is no casual invitation. Jesus has summoned him. 

The crowd’s tone changes immediately. Those who moments ago were telling Bartimaeus 
to be quiet now encourage him: “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” Their shift 
reflects Jesus’ authority. Whatever Jesus values, the crowd suddenly values too. 

Bartimaeus responds with remarkable speed. He throws oW his cloak, jumps to his feet, 
and comes to Jesus. The detail about the cloak is significant. For a blind beggar in first-
century Palestine, the outer cloak was everything. By day it was spread before him to 
collect alms; by night it was his only source of warmth. The law protected this garment so 
strictly that even creditors could not keep it overnight as collateral. Yet Bartimaeus throws 
it aside without hesitation. He is abandoning his former way of life, leaving behind his sole 
worldly possession to come to Jesus. 



The contrast with the rich man earlier in this chapter is striking. That man had asked Jesus 
what he must do to inherit eternal life, but when Jesus told him to sell his possessions and 
follow, he went away sad because he had great wealth. Bartimaeus has almost nothing—
just a cloak—yet he abandons it instantly. The rich man’s possessions became an 
obstacle; Bartimaeus’s poverty becomes an advantage. He has nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. 

The question and the request (10:51) 
Jesus asks Bartimaeus the same question he asked James and John just verses earlier: 
“What do you want me to do for you?” The parallel is deliberate. When the sons of Zebedee 
heard this question, they requested seats of honor at Jesus’ right and left hand in his glory. 
They wanted power, prestige, and position. Bartimaeus sits in the dust and makes no 
demand for glory. He asks only for sight. 

His response cuts to the heart of what every disciple needs. The disciples have been 
spiritually blind throughout this section of Mark. They have failed to understand Jesus’ 
predictions of his suWering. They have argued about who is greatest. They have tried to 
prevent children from coming to Jesus. They have been scandalized by his teaching on 
wealth. James and John have just requested thrones. What they need—what all disciples 
need—is to see. Bartimaeus voices the prayer that should be on every follower’s lips. 

He addresses Jesus as “Rabbouni,” an intensified form of “Rabbi” that appears only here 
and in John 20:16, when Mary Magdalene recognizes the risen Christ. In Jewish literature of 
the period, this term was rarely used to address humans; it was more commonly used in 
prayer to address God. The title suggests the depth of Bartimaeus’s reverence and faith. He 
believes Jesus can do what only God can do. 

Faith and following (10:52) 
Jesus does not touch Bartimaeus or speak a word of command. He simply declares: “Go, 
your faith has healed you.” The word translated “healed” is the Greek word that also means 
“saved.” The double meaning is intentional. Bartimaeus receives both physical healing and 
spiritual salvation. His faith has brought him into the power and presence of the kingdom. 

Immediately his sight is restored. But Mark does not end the story there. Bartimaeus 
receives his sight and follows Jesus “on the way.” The phrase is crucial. At the beginning of 
the story he was sitting “by the roadside”—beside the way, marginalized and excluded. 
Now he is “on the way”—the very phrase Mark uses throughout this section for the journey 
to Jerusalem and, by extension, for the life of discipleship. 



Jesus had told him to “go,” giving him freedom to return to his former life or to go wherever 
he wished. Bartimaeus chooses to follow. Unlike others Jesus has healed and sent away, 
this man stays. He does not follow Jesus to a triumphal coronation but to a cross. The way 
he joins leads uphill to Jerusalem, where Jesus will be arrested, tried, and executed. 
Bartimaeus follows anyway. Faith that does not lead to discipleship is not saving faith. 

A model disciple 
This final healing in Mark’s Gospel serves as more than a miracle story. It functions as a 
portrait of authentic discipleship positioned at the climax of a long section devoted to that 
theme. Since the healing of the blind man at Bethsaida in chapter 8, Jesus has been trying 
to open his disciples’ eyes to the nature of his mission and the cost of following him. Three 
times he has predicted his suWering, death, and resurrection. Three times the disciples 
have responded with misunderstanding and self-interest. Now, at the end of this section, a 
blind beggar demonstrates everything the disciples have failed to grasp. 

Bartimaeus recognizes Jesus’ true identity. He cries out with persistent faith despite 
opposition. He abandons everything to come to Jesus. He asks not for glory but for sight. 
He follows Jesus on the way to the cross. In every respect he models what discipleship 
looks like—and he does so from the margins, without training, without understanding the 
theology of the cross, without any advantage except desperation and faith. 

The two healings of blind men bracket this entire section of Mark. The man at Bethsaida 
was healed in two stages; Bartimaeus is healed instantly. Both stories point to the same 
truth: the disciples need their eyes opened. They can see that Jesus is the Messiah, but 
they cannot yet see what kind of Messiah he is or what following him will cost. Bartimaeus, 
ironically, sees more clearly than any of them. He receives his sight and immediately 
follows Jesus toward Jerusalem, toward suWering, toward the cross. The blind man 
becomes the model for all who would follow. 

Application 

1. Desperation is a better qualification than dignity 
Bartimaeus had nothing to commend him—no wealth, no status, no invitation. The crowd 
tried to silence him, and by every social measure he had no right to demand Jesus’ 
attention. Yet his desperate, repeated cries accomplished what the rich man’s impeccable 
résumé could not: they stopped Jesus in his tracks. The kingdom of heaven is not for the 
well-mannered but for the desperate. Christians often approach God with carefully 
composed prayers, measured tones, and an unspoken assumption that respectability 



earns a hearing. Bartimaeus shredded every pretense of decorum and screamed for mercy. 
The crowd rebuked him; Jesus summoned him. God has never been impressed by polished 
approaches. He responds to need acknowledged and mercy sought. Those who know they 
are helpless make better candidates for grace than those who believe they have something 
to oWer. 

2. What you ask for reveals what you truly value 
Jesus asked Bartimaeus the same question he had just asked James and John: “What do 
you want me to do for you?” The sons of Zebedee requested thrones—seats of honor at 
Jesus’ right and left hand. Bartimaeus, sitting in the dust with nothing to his name, asked 
only for sight. The contrast is devastating. Two disciples who had walked with Jesus for 
years wanted power; a blind beggar who had never met him wanted to see. The question 
still hangs in the air for every Christian. If Jesus asked you today what you wanted from him, 
would your answer reveal ambition or dependence? Would you ask for influence, comfort, 
or recognition—or would you ask for the one thing every disciple needs most: eyes to see 
Jesus clearly and follow him faithfully? 

3. You cannot follow Jesus and cling to your former life 
Bartimaeus threw oW his cloak—his only possession, his begging mat by day and blanket by 
night—and came to Jesus. The rich man earlier in this chapter could not release his wealth 
and walked away grieving. The contrast is intentional. Bartimaeus had almost nothing, yet 
he abandoned it without hesitation. The rich man had everything, yet he could not let go. 
Following Jesus requires leaving something behind. For some it is financial security; for 
others it is reputation, comfort, or the familiar identity that comes from old habits and 
former ways of living. The cloak on the roadside is diWerent for every disciple, but the 
principle is the same. You cannot jump to your feet and come to Jesus while clutching what 
kept you sitting in the dust. 

4. Faith that does not lead to following is not saving faith 
Jesus told Bartimaeus to “go”—a word of release, giving the healed man freedom to return 
home, resume his life, or go wherever he pleased. Bartimaeus chose to follow Jesus “on the 
way.” That phrase matters. At the beginning of the story he sat “by the roadside”—beside 
the way, marginalized and excluded. Now he walked on the way, the road that led uphill to 
Jerusalem, to arrest, to a cross. Bartimaeus did not follow Jesus to a coronation but to a 
crucifixion. His faith was not a moment of gratitude that faded once the miracle wore oW; it 
was a commitment that Christ was worth following even into suWering. The church needs 
Christians who do more than receive from Jesus. It needs disciples who, having been 
healed, get on the road and stay on it—wherever it leads. 



Discussion 
1. Why does Mark name Bartimaeus when no other healed person in the Synoptics is 

identified? 
2. What is the significance of Bartimaeus moving from “beside the road” to “on the 

road”? 
3. How does Bartimaeus’s request compare with the request James and John made? 
4. Why does Jesus ask what Bartimaeus wants when the need seems obvious? 
5. What does throwing oW his cloak reveal about Bartimaeus’s understanding of 

following Jesus? 
6. How does this healing serve as a closing bracket to the blind man healed at 

Bethsaida? 


